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much alfo for the ornament and beauty of it, as will be moft evident to 
any one that (hall attentively confider the various kinds of cloathines 
wherewith moft creatures are by Nature inverted and cover'd. Thus I 
have obferved, that the hair or furr of thole Northern white Bears that 
inhabite the colder Regions, is exceeding thick and warm : the like have 
I obferv’d of the hair of a Greenland. Deer, which being brought alive to 
London, I had the opportunity of viewing } its hair was fo exceeding thick, 
long and foft, that I could hardly with my hand, grafp or take hold of 
his fkin, and itfeem’d fo exceeding warm, as I had never met with any 
before. And as for the ornamentative ufe of them, it is moft evident in a 
multitude of creatures,not onely for colour, as the Leopards, Cats, Rhein 
Deer, &c. but for the (hape, as in Horfes manes, Cats beards, and feveral 
other of the greater fort of terreftrial Animals, but is much more confpi- 
cuous, in the Veftments of Fillies, Birds, Inlefts, of which I (hall by and 
by give fome Inftances. 

As for the Ikin, the Microfcope difcovers as great a difference between 
the texture of thole feveral kinds of Animals, as it does between their 
hairs $ but all that I have yet taken notice of, when tann’d or drefs’d,are 
of a Spongie nature, and leem to be conftituted of an infinite company 
of fmall long fibres or hairs, which look notunlike aheap of Tow or 
Okum ; every of which fibres feem to have been lome part of a Mufcle, 
and probably, whil’ftjthe Animal was alive, might have its diftinft funfti- 
on, and ferve for the contraftion and relaxation of the fkin, and for the 
ftretching and fhrinking of it this or that way. 

And indeed, without fuch a kind of texture as this, which is very like 
that of Spun\, it would feem very ftrange, how any body fo ftrong as the 
(kin ofan Animal ufually is, and fo clofe as it feems, whil’ft the Animal is 
living, fhould be able to fuffer fo great an extenfion any ways, without at 
all hurting or dilacerating any part of it. But,fince we are inform'd by the 
Microfcope, that it confifts of a great many fmall filaments, which are im- 
plicated, or intangled one within another, almoft no otherwiie then the 
hairs in a lock of Wool, or the flakes in a heap of Tow, though not alto- 
gether fo loofe $but the filaments are here and there twifted,as twere,or 
interwoven.and here and there they join and unite with one another, fo as 
indeed the whole fkin feems to be but one piece, we need not much won- 
der:And though thefe fibres appear not through aMicrofcope,™tt\y joint- 
ed and contex’d,as in Sponge 5 yet, as I formerly hinted, lam apt to think, 
that could we find fome way of difcovering the texture of it, whil ft it in- 
verts the living Animal, or had fome very eafie way of feparating the pulp 
or intercurrent juices, fuch as in all probability fill thofe Interjhtiawnh- 
out dilacerating, btufing, or otherw.fe (polling the Kstureof “<>»* 
feems to be very much by the ways of tanning and drefling now rod) 
might difeover a much more curious texture then I have hitherto been 
able to find 3 perhaps/omewhat like that of Sponges. 

That of Ctamoifi Leather is indeed very much like that of sp*«k, b v 
onely that the fiUmnt, feem nothing peer fo even and round, nor ako 
getherfo fmall, nor has it fo curious joints as if»»Uas, fome of"™ 
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have lately difeover’d like thofe of a Sponge, and perhaps all thefe three! 
bodies may be of the fame kind offubftance, though two of them indeed 
are commonly accounted Vegetable (which, whether they be fo or 
no I (hall not now difpute) But this feems common to all three, rhat 
they undergo a tanning or dreffing, whereby the interfpers’d juicesare 
wafted and wafh’d away before the texture of them can be difcover’d. 

What their way is of drefling, or curing Sponges, Iconfefs, I cannot 
learn j but the way of dreffing Spunky, is, by boiling it a good while in a 
ftrong Lixivium, and then beating it very well 5 and the manner of dref- 
fing Leather is fufficiently known. 

It were indeed extremely defirable, if fuch a way could be found 
whereby the Parenchyma or fiefh of the Mul'cles, and feveral other 
parts oi the bod, ytnight be wafii’d, or wafted clean away, without vitia- 
ting the form of the fibrous parts or veflells of it, for hereby the texture 
of thofe parts, by the help of a good Microfcope, might be moft accu- 
rately found. 

But to digrefs no further, we may, from this difeovery of the Micro- 
fcope, plainly enough underftand how the fkin, though it looks fo clofe 
as it does, comes to give a paflage to fo vaft a quantity of excrementitious 
fubftances, as the diligent Sau&orius has excellently obferved it to do, in 
his medicina fiatica 5 for it feems very probable, from the texture after 
dreffing, that there are an infinit of pores that every way pierce it,and that 
thofe pores are onely fill'd with fome kind of juice, or fome very pulpy 
foft fubftance, and thereby the fteams may almoft as eafily find a paflage 
through fuch a fluid vehicle as the vaporous bubbles which are generated 
at the bottom of a Kettle of hot water do find a paflage through that 
fluid medium into the ambient Air. 

Nor is the fkin of animals only thus pervious,but even thofe of vegetables 
alio feem to be the la me:, for otherwife I cannot conceive why,if two fprigs 
of Rofemary (for Inftance) be taken as exaftly alike in all particulars "as 
can be, and the one be fet with the bottom in a Glafs of water, and the 
other e fet juft without the Glafs,but in the Air onely, though you flop 
the lower end of that in the Air very carefully with Wax, yet fhall it 
prefently almoft wither, whereas the other that feems to have a fupplv 
from the fob, acent water by its fmall pipes, or micrcfcopical pores, pre- 
lerves its greennefs for many days, and fometimes weeks. 

Now, this to me, feems not likely to proceed from any other caufe then 
the avolauon of the juice through the fkin; for by the Wax, all thofe other 
pores,of the flfem are very firmly and clofely ftop'd up. And from the more 

orlefs poroufnefsof the fkins or rinds of Vegetables may, perhaps be 

fomewhat of the reafon given, why they keep finger green, or foonS wi- 
R h a e vVtfn We i may ° b Jf rvc th L e ^laddering and craking of the leaves of 

fuch as feems indeed very plainly to provo the 
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